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Background 




Issues for Struggling Readers 
Suggested Methods 
of Improvements 
Effects of Improved 
Reading 
•First part of undergraduate thesis 
•Thesis will focus on methods for improving 
reading ability of struggling readers in upper level 
grades 
•Why? 
• Students in secondary school will soon 
enter the real world 
• Those who are not proficient readers will 
struggle to succeed the rest of their lives 
•70% of older readers are in need of 
remediation (Whithear, 2011, p. 20) 
•The percentage of twelfth graders 
performing at or above basic/proficient 
reading levels has steadily decreased 
since studies done in 1992 (Harmon et 
al, 2011) 
•Reading instruction still focuses on 
younger grades 
•It is assumed that students can read by 
the age of nine 
•Reading programs often focus on 
fluency and decoding rather than 
comprehension 
• However, struggling readers 
often have “fully developed 
decoding skills” (Allington, 
2011, p. 11) 
•Content area teachers think they are 
not expected to teach reading 
•Struggling readers are often placed in 
special education classrooms 
•Reading instruction rapidly decreases as difficultly 
increases 
• Content, vocabulary, and sentence structure 
becomes more difficult (Biancarosa, 2012, p. 
23) 
•Struggling readers are able to pretend they 
comprehend text without taking away meaning 
(Christy, 2010, p. 428) 
•As students age, they become less interested in 
assigned and pleasure reading, making motivation 
difficult 
•Students in urban schools are more likely to be 
struggling readers than if in suburban schools 
• In study by Hock, Brasseur, Deshler, Catts, 
Marquis, Mark, & Stribling (2008), 68% of 
struggling readers received free or reduced 
lunch 
• Only 31% of proficient readers received free or 
reduced lunch 
•Teaching across content areas 
• Provides more reading 
instruction 
• Allows students to learn 
specialized language 
•Choose high-interest texts 
•Constantly assess students’ reading 
ability 
•Focus more on comprehension and 
critical reading skills rather than on 
decoding 
•Have teachers regularly go through 
professional development 
• Learn new methods of 
increasing literacy 
• Update definition of 
literacy to include modern 
forms (for example, digital 
literacy) 
•Higher academic motivation 
•Increased self-esteem and self 
worth 
•More involvement in school 
